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Statement of Commitment to the
Laudato Si’ Action Platform

As the leadership for the Franciscan friars in the United States we humbly and publicly accept the
invitation of Pope Francis to commit to the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. The Laudato Si’ Action
Platform is an incredible gift to us as we continue the process of joining our six provinces into one
coast-to-coast province through our Renewal and Restructuring Process. Early in our journey to become
one, we recognized Laudato Si’ and Fratelli Tutti as guiding documents. The seven goals of the Laudato
Si’ Action Platform provide a framework for us to embrace our charism in new ways that build upon our
current efforts and elicit creativity for opportunities to live the teaching presented in Laudato Si’ and
Fratelli Tutti, while also journeying with the larger Church and world.

We recognize that committing to this seven-year journey is committing ourselves, both collectively and
individually, to be open to conversion. Such a conversion we hope will enable us to actualize integral
ecology and fraternity with greater authenticity.

To take this journey we will adopt these guiding principles:

• Ensure that any listening, discerning and going forth processes built into the Laudato Si’
Action Platform can feed into our efforts with the R & R Process and vice versa.

• Provide adequate institutional support to embrace the Laudato Si’ Action Platform in each
of our friaries and ministries.

• All plans and actions should be grounded in the deep active contemplation of our Franciscan
tradition and easily related to the values of Laudato Si’ and Fratelli Tutti.

• At each step we will include friars, friaries, ministries from each of our joining provinces and
continue this inclusion when we are one.

• Appreciate the uniqueness of each of our friaries and ministries. Thus, we will be moving
together, even if we are working on different areas of integral ecology and social fraternity.

• Full internal and external transparency of our actions and processes
• Challenge ourselves to embrace the Holy Father’s invitation to “dream big, to rethink our

priorities, and to commit to act in our daily life on what we dreamed of.” (Let Us Dream, p. 6)

It is our vision that by the end of our seven-year journey we will live ever more fully in a way that
expresses our Franciscan charism in service to the Church and larger society by addressing the emerging
challenges of the 21st Century. We also hope that our personal and communal footprint on our sister,
Mother Earth, will be lighter and sustainable, that our relationships with persons marginalized in our
world will be ever stronger, and that we have new bonds of fraternity with diverse groups in and outside
of the Church.

We commit our six provinces to this journey and invite the leadership of the new province to continue
this journey.  Signed on this Feast of All Saints, November 1, 2021.

https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
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