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Way of the Cross  
In this Way of the Cross, Development and Peace ― Caritas Canada invites us to understand 
the experiences of communities in the Global South that are affected by climate change and by 
the misbehaviour of socially irresponsible companies that do not respect human rights and the 
environment. Let us be inspired by the resilience that these communities show in confronting 
unjust situations while respecting nature. May this act of solidarity allow us to commemorate 
the Passion of Christ and to enter into the mystery of God’s love, manifested in his Son Jesus.

1st STATION

Jesus is condemned to death

Celebrant
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you.

All
Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.

Scripture
“[Pilate] took some water and washed his hands before 
the crowd, saying, ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood; 
see to it yourselves.’” ― Matthew 27:24

Meditation
Under pressure from the crowd, manipulated by an elite 
anxious to maintain their domination and privileges, Pilate 
unjustly allows Jesus to be condemned to death as if he 
were a criminal, and washes his hands of the deed. In the 
name of economic interests, companies that operate with 
no social and environmental responsibility are complicit in 
criminalizing human rights and environmental defenders.

Quote
“Now more than ever, we need mandatory supply chain 
due diligence to stop corporate abuse and guarantee 
global solidarity. Through their operations, irresponsible 
companies are complicit in acts of violence and suffering. 
We, Catholic leaders throughout the world, call on states 
to put an end to this.” ― Worldwide bishops’ statement 
in support of mandatory human rights and environmental 
due diligence legislation

PRAYER
Celebrant
Let us pray in silence for a moment.

Let us pray together
Lord Jesus, teach us to denounce human injustices so 
that we do not become accomplices. Give us the courage 
to not remain silent before powers and legislations that 
do not respect human rights and the environment.

2nd STATION
Jesus carries his cross

Celebrant
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you.

All
Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.

Scripture
“Then he said to them all, ‘If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 
cross daily and follow me.’”― Luke 9:23

Meditation
For his disciples, seeing Jesus carrying a cross meant 
seeing their master undergo the most humiliating torture. 
This is what communities experience when they see the 
defenders of their rights and their environment humi-
liated, arrested, condemned, imprisoned and sometimes 
even murdered. 

Quote
«The Aboriginal Council and our comrades are innocent. 
They are not criminals. They have only protected our 
home. Those who persecute them are people who are 
not from here and who want to control La Paz and the 
territory. They want to steal the lands and forests and 
promote extractivism. They are against the community 
organizing and defending its rights, rights that have been 
recognized by international norms.”― Felipe Benítez 
Vásquez, coordinator, Movimiento Independiente Indígena 
Lenca de La Paz Honduras (MILPAH, the Independent 
Lenca Indigenous Movement of La Paz, Honduras), 
Honduras

PRAYER
Celebrant
Let us pray in silence for a moment.

Let us pray together
Lord Jesus, guide us in choosing the means to support 
activists who renounce their personal interests and volun-
tarily carry crosses for the well-being of their communities. 

This Lent, 
let’s put
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3rd STATION
Jesus falls for the first time

Celebrant
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you.

All
Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.

Scripture
“Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our 
diseases….”― Isaiah 53:4

Meditation
Weighed down by the cross, Jesus experiences human 
frailty and resilience. He falls, gets up and walks again. 
Communities that contribute the least to climate change 
are often the ones that suffer the most from its conse-
quences. And while they pay a price, these communities 
remain resilient. Their initiatives to get back up inspire us.

Quote
“Thanks to Madagascar’s Andohatapenaka Development 
Council (CDA), I learned how to use compost to help my 
garden grow. It was the fruit of my new crops that sus-
tained me and my family when we didn’t have enough 
to eat. And when we run out of money, I can sell some 
of these crops.”― Solotina Voahangy Aimé, resident of 
the Rakotomalala ecological village developed by and 
for its inhabitants

PRAYER
Celebrant
Let us pray in silence for a moment.

Let us pray together
Lord Jesus, give us the wisdom to make the right choices 
that shape the climate and the health of the Earth, our 
common home. Enlighten our governments to implement 
policies and programs that mitigate climate disruption 
and food insecurity, especially in the Global South.

4th STATION
Jesus meets his mother

Celebrant
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you.

All
Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.

Scripture
“‘This child is destined… to be a sign that will be opposed 
so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed―and 
a sword will pierce your own soul too.’”― Luke 2:34-35

Meditation
Simeon’s prophecy is fulfilled on the way to Calvary. 
Jesus, in whom his disciples saw the Messiah, is treated 
like a criminal. Mary, his mother, is heartbroken at the 
torture of her child. Today, many parents worry about 

their children being born and growing up in a world in 
which their present and future are increasingly uncertain 
because of climate change. 

Quote
“Humanity is called to recognize the need for changes of 
lifestyle, production and consumption, in order to combat 
this warming or at least the human causes which pro-
duce or aggravate it. […] If present trends continue, this 
century may well witness extraordinary climate change 
and an unprecedented destruction of ecosystems, with 
serious consequences for all of us.”― Pope Francis, 
Laudato Si’, 23-24

PRAYER
Celebrant
Let us pray in silence for a moment.

Let us pray together
Lord Jesus, enable us to shape together a sustainable 
world for future generations. Give us the strength of your 
love so that we may protect the life and beauty of the world. 
 

5th STATION
Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus carry his 
cross

Celebrant
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you.

All
Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.

Scripture
“If one member suffers, all suffer together with it….” 
― 1 Corinthians 12:26

Meditation
Although he was forced to help Jesus carry his cross, 
Simon of Cyrene’s gesture has become a symbol of 
solidarity. In our time, global solidarity is needed for us 
to learn from each other how to work and live together 
in ways that respect nature. Young people around the 
world are mobilizing for social and climate justice. The 
cry of their hearts is prophetic.

Quote
“Here I want to recognize, encourage and thank all those 
striving in countless ways to guarantee the protection of 
the home which we share. Particular appreciation is owed 
to those who tirelessly seek to resolve the tragic effects 
of environmental degradation on the lives of the world’s 
poorest. Young people demand change. They wonder how 
anyone can claim to be building a better future without 
thinking of the environmental crisis and the sufferings of 
the excluded.”― Pope Francis, Laudato Si’, 13

PRAYER
Celebrant
Let us pray in silence for a moment.
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Let us pray together
Lord Jesus, teach us to build global solidarity so that we 
may lighten the burden of the crosses that communities 
in the Global South bear because of climate change. May 
we hear the cry of the young people around the world 
who are mobilizing for social and climate justice.

6th STATION
Veronica wipes the face of Jesus

Celebrant
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you.

All
Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.

Scripture
“And the King will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the least of these who are members 
of my family, you did to me.’”― Matthew 25:40

Meditation
Seeing the suffering of Jesus, Veronica cannot remain 
indifferent. She leaves the anonymity of the crowd and 
confronts the soldiers to go and wipe his face. Let us 
also recognize the face of Jesus in those who suffer 
injustice. Around the world, people are unjustly arrested, 
imprisoned and tortured for their commitments and opi-
nions. Thanks to humanitarian organizations, thousands 
emerge from anonymity to denounce these injustices 
and violations of rights. 

Quote
“I will tell them, as a poor and humble peasant woman, 
that if these resource extraction projects encroach on 
our territories, we will stand up and not let them in. I ask 
the international community to help us, because we have 
suffered a lot from this situation, and we cannot meet 
our needs.”― Medarda Hernández, member of the Los 
Prados community, Namasigüe, Honduras
 
PRAYER
Celebrant
Let us pray in silence for a moment.

Let us pray together
Lord Jesus, help us to alleviate the suffering of our sisters 
and brothers who endure injustice. May the Holy Spirit 
enlighten us in choosing our gestures of international 
solidarity towards people who are treated unjustly for 
their commitments and their opinions.

7th STATION
Jesus falls for the second time

Celebrant
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you.

All
Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.

Scripture
“For this you have been called, because Christ also suf-
fered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should 
follow in his steps.”― 1 Peter 2:21

Meditation
Physically broken, Jesus falls a second time. He gathers 
his strength, gets up and continues his journey out of 
love for humanity. Today, communities fall twice: once 
under the weight of poverty and a second time under 
the weight of the consequences of climate change. For 
these communities, the damage to their ecosystem means 
the loss of their home, their land, their food source, their 
culture and their spirituality.

Quote
“We must be aware, as Pope Francis says, that there are 
not two crises, one social and one environmental, but 
only one socio-environmental crisis, because those who 
destroy the environment destroy the living environment of 
the entire population, especially the poorest.”― The Most 
Rev. Guy Charbonneau, Bishop of Choluteca, Honduras

PRAYER
Celebrant
Let us pray in silence for a moment.

Let us pray together
Lord Jesus, throughout your earthly ministry and your 
Passion, you have given us the most beautiful proof of your 
love. Help us follow in your footsteps and put ourselves at 
your service and at the service of our sisters and brothers. 

8th STATION
Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem

Celebrant
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you.

All
Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.

Scripture
“But Jesus turned to them and said, ‘Daughters of 
Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yoursel-
ves and for your children.’”― Luke 23:28

Meditation
Responding to their compassion, Jesus asks the women 
of Jerusalem to be concerned about themselves and 
their children, rather than about him. In countries of the 
Global South, women play an essential role in building 
sustainable development. Yet it is they and their child-
ren who are often the most affected by climate change.

Quote
“Many women, especially Indigenous women, live in close 
contact with their environment, have a deep knowledge of 
it and play a leading role in its defence, preservation and 
protection. Their traditional knowledge, and the experiences 
and skills they have developed in exercising their various 
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roles make them essential actors of change and community 
mobilization to address climate change.”― Femmes et 
changements climatiques (Women and Climate Change), 
a fact sheet published by the Association québécoise des 
organismes de coopération internationale (AQOCI, Quebec 
Association of International Cooperation Organizations)

PRAYER
Celebrant
Let us pray in silence for a moment.

Let us pray together
Lord Jesus, make us artisans of a more socially responsible, 
greener development. Help us understand the situation 
of women in the Global South and support them in their 
struggle for their families and communities.

9th STATION
Jesus falls for the third time

Celebrant
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you.

All
Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.

Scripture
“… ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.’”― 2 Corinthians 12:9

Meditation
Exhausted, Jesus reaches his physical limit and falls to 
the ground. In God his Father, he finds the strength to 
get up again to accomplish the mission He has entrusted 
to him. In a world where climate disruption has serious 
consequences for people in the Global South, many 
developed countries ignore the ecological debt that they 
owe to countries of the Global South and refuse to help 
them recover from climate disasters.

Quote
“In different ways, developing countries, where the most 
important reserves of the biosphere are found, continue 
to fuel the development of richer countries at the cost of 
their own present and future. […] The developed countries 
ought to help pay this debt by significantly limiting their 
consumption of non-renewable energy and by assisting 
poorer countries to support policies and programmes 
of sustainable development.”― Pope Francis, Laudato 
Si’, 52

PRAYER
Celebrant
Let us pray in silence for a moment.

Let us pray together
Lord Jesus, teach us to adopt behaviours that promote 
sustainable development and reduce the ecological 
burden of the people of the Global South who suffer the 

consequences of the lifestyles of people of the Global 
North.

10th STATION
Jesus is stripped of his garments

Celebrant
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you.

All
Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.

Scripture
“When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his 
clothes, dividing them into four parts, one for each soldier. 
They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, 
woven in one piece from top. So they said to one another, 
‘Let’s not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.’ 
This was to fulfill what the scripture says, ‘They divided 
my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they 
cast lots.’”― John 19:23-24

Meditation
By stripping Jesus of his clothes, everything was done to 
humiliate him, to ridicule him and rob him of his dignity 
before the watching crowd. So it is for Indigenous com-
munities when regulations and laws are broken to strip 
them of their lands, forests, resources and culture.

Quote
“If we didn’t have a forest patrol, there would be many 
offenders to break the law and there would be no land 
and forests left for us. Indigenous people like us need 
land and forests. Without them, there is no life for us. 
So, I work very hard to protect our land.” ― Ngeng Kry, 
member of an Indigenous forest community, Kombak 
village, Cambodia

PRAYER
Celebrant
Let us pray in silence for a moment.

Let us pray together
Lord Jesus, give us the courage and strength to promote 
models of development that respect every person’s inhe-
rent human dignity. Give to Indigenous peoples who are 
being robbed of their property and culture the strength 
to continue upholding their rights and dignity.

11th STATION
Jesus is nailed to the cross

Celebrant
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you.

All
Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.

Scripture 
“Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not 
know what they are doing.”― Luke 23:34
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Meditation
The nails that pierce the flesh of Jesus imprison him on 
the cross. In countries of the Global South, many activists 
who work peacefully to protect their people’s rights, 
lands and environments are nailed to a cross. These 
crucified people are often victims of threats, intimidation 
and violence perpetrated by corporate henchmen.

Quote
“As Lenca people, we demand more robust regulation of 
the activities of companies, banks and investors to avoid 
abuses, such as those that befell my mother.”― Bertha 
Zúñiga Cáceres, daughter of Berta Cáceres, a Honduran 
activist assassinated in 2016

PRAYER
Celebrant
Let us pray in silence for a moment.

Let us pray together
Lord Jesus, make us aware of the sufferings of those 
whom our lifestyles and consumption nail to the cross. 
May our awareness encourage us to stand with those 
who work to end the abuses perpetrated by the powerful 
and the exploitative.

12th STATION
Jesus dies on the cross

Celebrant
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you.

All
Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.

Scripture
“We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—
and we ought to lay down our lives for one another.” 
― 1 John 3:16

Meditation
As followers of Jesus, we are called to put our lives at 
the service of our sisters and brothers. This is what we 
do by supporting partnerships that engender the inte-
gral human development of the poorest people of the 
Global South. Such partnerships foster solidarity between 
North and South.

Quote
“What makes the collaboration between Development 
and Peace and CDA special is that the beneficiaries 
of the project participate. They don’t wait for us to 
offer them something. They are both beneficiaries and 
actors in the realization of their initiatives.”― Hanta 
Manana, project manager, Conseil de Développement 
d’Andohatapenaka (CDA, Andohatapenaka Development 
Council), Madagascar

PRAYER
Celebrant
Let us pray in silence for a moment.

Let us pray together
Lord Jesus, show us how to live our lives fully in the service 
of our sisters and brothers. Teach us to discover the value 
of people and things. Support us in our commitment to 
solidarity, sharing, justice and peace. 

13th STATION
Jesus is taken down from the cross

Celebrant
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you.

All
Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.

Scripture
“When they had carried out everything that was written 
about him, they took him down from the tree and laid 
him in a tomb.”― Acts 13:29

Meditation
With care and respect, the nails were removed from the 
flesh of Jesus and his body was taken down from the 
cross. The lifeless body of her beloved son was then 
handed over to Mary. Today too many mothers are given 
the bodies of children murdered for their commitment to 
peacefully protecting human rights and the environment.

Quote
227 land and environmental activists were murdered 
in 2020…. At least 30% of recorded attacks were 
reportedly linked to resource exploitation…. In 2020 the 
disproportionate number of attacks against indigenous 
communities continued – with over a third of all fatal 
attacks targeting indigenous people.”― Press release 
issued by Global Witness on the launch of its Last Line 
of Defence report

PRAYER
Celebrant
Let us pray in silence for a moment.

Let us pray together
Lord Jesus, teach us to keep alive the memory of those 
murdered for standing up for people and the planet and 
to continue making their voices heard. May the strength 
of Mary receiving the body of her Son who died for our 
salvation be passed on to all mothers who suffer that 
same grief.

14th STATION
Jesus is placed in the tomb

Celebrant
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you.

All
Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.
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Scripture
“So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen 
cloth and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn 
in the rock. He then rolled a great stone in front to the 
door of the tomb and went away.”― Matthew 27:59-60

Meditation
The tomb, a sign of Jesus’s sacrifice for the salvation of 
humanity, will not be the last word in God’s salvific work. 
His love will be stronger than death. In our gestures and 
acts of love, liberation and salvation, is it not time for 
each of us to put the dignity of the human person and the 
health of our common home at the heart of our concerns?

Quote
“May we work together to advance towards a new 
horizon of love and peace, of fraternity and solidarity, 
of mutual support and acceptance. May we never yield 
to the temptation to disregard others, […] instead, may 
we strive daily, in concrete and practical ways, ‘to form a 
community composed of brothers and sisters who accept 
and care for one another.’”― Pope Francis, message on 
the World Day of Peace, January 1, 2021

PRAYER
Celebrant
Let us pray in silence for a moment.

Let us pray together
Lord Jesus, give us the joy of the hope of the Resurrection 
and allow us to walk together in a spirit of fraternity and 
conversion of hearts. Give us the courage to continue 
acting in solidarity with our sisters and brothers whose 
human and environmental rights are not respected.

15th STATION
Jesus is Risen

Celebrant
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you.

All
Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.

Scripture
“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said 
this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive 
the Holy Spirit.’”― John 20:21-22

Meditation
The Scripture has been fulfilled. Jesus has conquered 
death. He is risen. He is alive among us. He has sealed an 
eternal covenant between God and us. This is our Easter 
experience of liberation and salvation. Yes, Jesus is alive 
in the hearts of activists and organizations committed 
to the poor and the excluded. Yes, Jesus is alive in the 
hearts of human rights and environmental defenders 
who are committed to the dignity of women, men and 
children. Yes, Jesus is alive when impoverished and 

marginalized people are lifted through solidarity and 
fraternity among peoples.

Quote
“To believe that Jesus shed his blood for us removes any 
doubt about the boundless love which ennobles each 
human being. Our redemption has a social dimension 
because ‘God, in Christ, redeems not only the individual 
person, but also the social relations existing between 
men’. To believe that the Holy Spirit is at work in everyone 
means realizing that he seeks to penetrate every human 
situation and all social bonds…. The very mystery of the 
Trinity reminds us that we have been created in the image 
of that divine communion, and so we cannot achieve 
fulfilment or salvation purely by our own efforts.”― Pope 
Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 178 

PRAYER
Celebrant
Let us pray in silence for a moment.

Let us pray together
Lord Jesus, accompany us on the paths of solidarity and 
fraternity that we are taking. Inspire us with the Holy Spirit 
so that he may act in us. May our hearts be open to all 
the peoples and nations of the world to forge together 
shared hopes and projects of peace.



CONCLUSION AND SENDING ON MISSION

Throughout this Way of the Cross, we have entered into the mystery of God’s love manifested in his Son Jesus. 
Together, we have taken a path of solidarity and humanity, a path of love and sharing. We have drawn from the 
source of our faith. As Jesus sent his disciples on mission, we are all sent to live solidarity, fraternity, love and 
sharing with our sisters and brothers.

 

 
“Let us dream, then, as a single human family,  

as fellow travelers sharing the same flesh,  
as children of the same earth which is our common home,  

each of us bringing the richness of his or her beliefs and convictions, 
each of us with his or her own voice, brothers and sisters all.” 

―Pape François, Fratelli Tutti, 8
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